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ABSTRACT

• The focus of this research project is to point 
out that the two English textbooks are  
inadequate and insufficient in phonic 
instructions (regarding the 44 sounds in the 
English language).



INTRODUCTION

• English language in 
elementary schools in 
Taiwan.

–   Alphabetic Letter    
Names (e.g.: A, B, C . . .) 

–   Alphabetic Letter 
Sounds (e.g.: æ, b,           

s / k / . . .)

• English language in 
elementary schools in 
the US

• the 44 sounds of the  
English language
– 5 short-vowel sounds
– 18 consonant sounds
– 7 digraphs
– 6 long-vowel sounds
– 3 r-controlled vowel sounds
– 5 diphthongs



Kang Hsuan vs. Hess
Content Comparison

• Kang Hsuan
– alphabetic letter names 
– alphabetic letter sounds
– classroom English
– story time
– simple sentence song 

learning 
– chanting with alphabet 

letters

• Hess
– alphabetic letter names
– alphabetic letter sounds
– classroom English
– stories adopted from 

fables
– rhyming with a song
– counting numbers



Hess Version 



Kang Hsuan Version



Advantages and Disadvantages

• Kang Hsuan
– good editorial design
– songs are not melodic 
– chanting and repeating 

with Alphabet
– vivid pictures of hidden 

Alphabet letters 

• Hess
– the size of the book is 

rather small
– songs are melodic  
– interesting stories 

adapted from fables
– the content is rather 

easy



Phonics
• The 44 Sounds in the English Language

– 5 short-vowel sounds: /a/ /e/ /i/ /o/ /u/
– 18 consonant sounds
– 7 digraphs: /ch/ /sh/ /th/ /th/ hw/ /ng/ /nk/
– 5 diphthongs and other special sounds: boy, ouch, 

television, jaw, pull
– 6 long vowel sounds
– 3 r-controlled vowel sounds: /ur/ /ar/ /or/
– the blends: /bl/ /fl/ /gl/ . . . 



RESEARCH METHOD AND TOOLS

• To adopt  action research as the research 
method

• The tools are used to this research 
– self-study
– participant observation







ACTION RESEARCH

• Action research is a cyclical process of  “think 
– do – think”

• Our thinking informs our practice; and our 
practice informs our further thinking (Glenda 
MacNaughton, Patrick Hughes, 2009). 



CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSIONS

• Grades 1-9 Curriculum Guidelines 
English Alphabet knowledge is required and a small portion of 
alphabetical phonics teaching

• The US Assessment
These standards are directed toward fostering students’ understanding and 
working knowledge of concepts of print, the alphabetic principle, and other 
basic conventions of the English writing system

• The gap between the Assessment and the 
textbook content in Taiwan
No Curriculum Guidelines for elementary first graders as far as English 

teaching is concerned 



REFLECTIONS AND ADVICE

At the core of learning a second language lies 
the very first step on phonics.

•To adapt a reliable assessment from English 
speaking countries
•To reinforce the entire phonics teaching  in 
both Kang Hsuan and Hess versions
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