The Use of Advance Organizers to Enhance Listening
Comprehension of the Origin of a Culturally Unfamiliar

Holiday at the Secondary Level

Abstract

Listening, in addition to its critical role in second or foreign language (L2)
learning and development, is actually used more than the other language skKills.
Research has shown that people on average listen twice as much as they speak, four
times more than they read, and five times more than they write. As the most used of
the four language skills, however, there is little research on how to use effective
advance organizers for enhanced comprehension of a culturally unfamiliar folk story
of L2 learners at the secondary level. The purpose of this study was to examine the
effects of advance organizer on the listening comprehension performance of L2 junior
high school students. The study participants were randomly assigned to two types of
advance organizer activities (vocabulary brainstorming web, and picture
brainstorming and description), listened to the origin of a culturally unfamiliar holiday,
took a multiple-choice listening comprehension test, and completed a survey. The
results show that the study participants who had the advance organizer of picture
brainstorming and description scored substantially higher than those in the vocabulary
brainstorming group or the control group. The differences between the vocabulary
group and the control group, however, failed to reach a significant level. The findings
suggest that the use of certain advance organizer activity in the pre-listening stage
helps L2 learners comprehend a listening text better, and that L2 learners agree with
the positive value associated with the use of advance organizer in helping them build
up background knowledge, boost their confidence for the test, reduce their test anxiety,
predict the listening content, and inspire new thoughts. Limitations of the study,
pedagogical implications, and suggestions for future researchare also discussed.
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