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The Roles of Listening Support in Comprehension Performance and
Completion Time of L2 Young Learners

Abstract

Listening lies at the core of second or foreign language (L2) learning and is the most
frequently used language skill compared with the other language skills. Research has shown
that during communication, 45% of the time is spent listening, 30% is spent speaking, 16% is
spent reading and approximately 9% is spent writing, but there is little research on how to use
effective listening support for enhanced comprehension of a culturally-embedded folk story of
L2 young learners. The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of listening support
on the listening comprehension and answering time of L2 students at the primary level. The
study participants were randomly assigned to various types of listening support (question
preview, picture preview, and key vocabulary instruction), listened to a folk story, took a
multiple-choice listening comprehension test, recorded how much time they spent answering
the comprehension test, and completed a survey. The results show that the study participants
who received either the question preview or the picture preview scored substantially higher
than those in the vocabulary group or the control group. In addition, the participants who were
exposed to the question-preview or picture-preview conditions spent considerably less time
answering the comprehension questions. The findings suggest that the use of effective
listening support in the pre-listening stage help L2 learners comprehend a listening text better
and faster, and that L2 learners agree with the positive value associated with the use of
listening support in facilitating comprehension, boosting learner confidence, reducing test
anxiety, and grasping the main idea of a listening text. Limitations of the study, pedagogical

implications, and suggestions for future research are also discussed.
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